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INDEPENDENT MEDICAL EVALUATION
October 8, 2024
RE:
Aishea Davis
To Whom It May Concern:

Aishea Davis is a 46-year-old woman who was seen in this office for an Independent Medical Evaluation in the specialty of Orthopedic Surgery on 10/08/2024.
Ms. Davis is seen for an injury she describes having occurred on 07/21/2023 while working as a field surface engineer in Iraq. Her employer is Northrop Grumman Corporation.

She describes the injury as having occurred in the morning of 07/21/2023 when she slipped on gravel as she was approaching her car and fell onto her buttocks. She has had ongoing complaints of buttock pain and low back pain extending into the left posterior hip area as well. She states that she was scheduled to leave Iraq and return to the United States within a week of this injury and she has not returned to work. She is not currently working. She denies prior injuries to her back, hip, or buttock areas.
At present, she had extensive treatment with multiple prescription medications. These medications include a sleeping pill, Ambien. She takes antiinflammatory medication consisting of Celebrex. She takes a muscle relaxant consisting of metaxalone. She takes a pain nerve medication consisting of Elavil. She takes Tylenol with Codeine. She uses electrotherapy. Her treatment has also included a series of four injections in the area of her spine as well as previous nerve block and a hip injection. She has had extensive physical therapy. 
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She states that when she initially returned to the United States, she went to Piedmont Urgent Care for one visit and then followed up with an osteopathic physical medicine doctor, Rajiv Sood. Dr. Sood’s medical practice name is Spine & Orthopedic Center. However, Dr. Sood is not an orthopedic surgeon as Ms. Davis states that she believed he was. Dr. Sood began treating with Ms. Davis on 08/21/2023 and has had multiple visits since that time with the records extensively reviewed beginning from 08/21/2023 until 05/21/2024. An additional record reviewed is the Employee Claim for consultation. 
At some point, within a few months after she returned to the United States, Dr. Sood began treating her for left knee pain and has prescribed a knee brace for her. She states that the knee pain is much improved, but her pain continues with respect to the lumbar spine, left buttock area and tailbone area.

SOCIAL HISTORY: This lady is presently engaged to be married. She does have a child age 26.

PAST MEDICAL HISTORY: Significant for posttraumatic stress disorder for which she is taking multiple psychiatric medications and this condition preceded her date of injury. 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: On examination today, this lady is 5’7” and 157 pounds. Her gait is normal. She has full range of motion of the lumbar spine. There is no swelling of the lumbar spine. She has full range of motion of the left hip and right hip as well as left and right knee. There is no knee effusion. With respect to the examination of the lumbar spine, deep tendon reflexes are normal. Graded muscle strength testing of the lower extremities is normal. Sensation is intact bilaterally. There are no signs of muscular atrophy in the lower extremities. She has numerous findings of intentional symptom magnification consisting with a malingering patient. This includes non-anatomical and bizarre complaints of back pain with simple attempts to flex her knees while in the prone position. There is diffuse tenderness to light touch of the subcutaneous tissue throughout the areas of the lumbar spine, left hip and coccyx area. She has complaints of low back pain with mild axial compression over the shoulders. There is a negative straight leg raising test in the sitting and the supine position.
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Examination of the left knee shows no knee effusion. Collateral ligaments are intact. Cruciate ligament testing is normal. There is full range of motion of the left knee. There are no objective findings on the physical examination.

QUESTIONS TO RESOLVE:
1) What are the current orthopedic complaints?

Ms. Davis’ subjective complaints have been described above. Her complaints involve buttock pain, pain over the tailbone, and pain in the left buttock area.

2) What are the diagnoses from an orthopedic perspective? 
Ms. Davis’ diagnosis is malingering patient. She has no orthopedic condition that is related to factors of her employment from an orthopedic perspective. 
3) What specific event may have contributed to Ms. Davis’ injuries, if any?

No specific event has contributed to Ms. Davis’ injury. It has been determined that this patient is malingering. 
4) What other specific events or experiences in Ms. Davis’ past could contribute to her alleged symptoms?

No other events could be attributed to her alleged symptoms other than the diagnosis that this patient is malingering for purposes of secondary financial gain.

5) Has Ms. Davis reached maximum medical improvement? 
Yes.

6) Is Ms. Davis in need of additional treatment from an orthopedic perspective?
No.

7) Do you see any signs of symptom magnification or malingering with Ms. Davis from an orthopedic perspective?

Yes. As detailed above in the physical examination, there are numerous findings on the physical examination that clearly and unequivocally leave this examiner to conclude that this patient is malingering.
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There are no objective findings on the physical examination. There are numerous findings on the physical examination that indicate this patient is malingering with bizarre, diffuse and non-anatomical complaints of pain to elements of the physical examination that have been described above.
8) Do you place any work restrictions on Ms. Davis from an orthopedic perspective?
No.

9) Do you believe Ms. Davis is currently capable of performing her pre-injury job from an orthopedic perspective?
Yes. Ms. Davis has no work restrictions. It is the firm opinion of this examiner that Ms. Davis is malingering.

10) Are your opinions based on a reasonable degree of medical certainty?
Yes.

This report is certified to be complete and truthful. I have personally prepared this report. 
Sincerely, 

Alexander N. Doman, M.D.
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon


